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MINUTES

Governmental Ral ations Committee
Meeting of July 22, 2002

Committee
member spresent

Committee
member sabsent

HowardWelinsky, Chair Other Commissioner spresent
Lancelzumi SusanHammer
EvonneSeron Schulze OdessaJohnson
Rachel E. Shetka

OliviaK.Singh

Alan S. Arkatov, ex officio
Carol Chandler, exofficio

GuillermoRodriguez, Jr.
Anthony M. Vitti

Calltoorder

Committee Chair Welinsky called the July 22, 2002, meeting of the Governmental Re-
lations Committeeto order at 9:05am. Hecalled for approval of the minutes of the
Governmental Relations Committee Meeting of June4, 2002. Therewas unanimous
gpproval of theminutes.

L egidativeand
budget update,
July 2002

Chair Welinsky called oncommissionstaff member Marge Chisholmto presenttheJuly
LegidativeUpdate. Ms. Chisholmannouncedthat therehad been no progressmadeon
resolvingtheconflictsintheStatebudget negotiations. TheimpassehasexistedsinceJune
29, atwhichtimethe Senate passed thebudget bill. Sincethen, thebill hasbeenheldin
theAssembly pendingleadershipdiscussions.

Ms. Chisholm also reviewed thelegidative matrix and recommended that the Commis-
sonreviseitspositionson AB 1747 (Briggs) and AB 2533 (Jackson) from support to
support-if-amended positions. Inaddition, Ms. Chisholm recommended removal of SB
434 (Monteith) from the matrix because the bill had changed subject areaand nolonger
pertained to higher education.

Updateonthe
teacher and
principal quality
trainingand
recruitment fund

Staff member LindaWhite presented anupdateonthefederal Teacher and Principal
Quality Training and Recruitment Fund of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.
She gaveasummary of theinitiative and described how the Commission has been
involvedinprior years. Sheal sooutlinedthreeconcernsof Commissionstaff withregard
tospecificlanguageinthenew programrequirements. Thefirstwaslanguagethat might
affecttheability of community collegestogrant awards, thesecondissuewaslanguage
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restricting servicesto highly qualifiedteachers, and thethird concernwastheintent to
prohibitany onepartner fromreceiving morethan 50%of theproject funds. Commission
staff hasrequested clarificationfromthefederal government withrespecttothesethree
ISsues.

Commissioner Hammer inquired about how the Statewoul d devel opannua measurable
objectivestoass stinensuringthat al teachersarehighly qudified by theend of the2005-
06 school year. Ms. White responded that thiswas an issue that also needed to be
clarified. Shealso reaffirmed that the Commission would receive $425 thousand to
administertheprogram.

Ms. White summarized the presentation by reporting that Commission staff will provide
an update onthe progress of thefedera program and the Commission’ simplementation
of it.

Adjournment  Having no further business before the Committee, Chair Welinsky adjourned the
Governmenta RelationsCommitteeat 9:22a.m.
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